Alldredge Int. 5070

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

INFORMATION SERVICE

FISH 4ND WILDLIFE SERVICE

For Advence Release: To Sunday Papers, Angust 29, 19u3, W

fur-sealing operations in the Pribilof Islends, conducted in secrecy this
year because of their proximity to military ovérations, have resulted in a record
take of 117,164 skins, Secretary- of the Interior Harold L. Ickes announced today.

The 1913 take is the largest ever made under Government controlled sealing
and represents ar increase of 22,151 over 1941 when 95,013 were taken. In the
first year of American owvmership of the Pritilofs, however, wnich were bought in
1867 along with Alasks, uncontrolled hunting resulted in a take of 242,000 skins.

Last year only 177 skins were taken as militarv authorities ordered evacua-
tion of the islands shortly after sesling operations bezen. Tne Pribilofs lie in
the Bering sea, Jjust north of the Aleutians, The natives were reroved by trans—
port to Funter Bay, 1,500 miles distont and about 50 miles from Junesu in South—
Lasterr Alqska

The evpedltlon this year, under the leadership of Edward C. Jchnston, super-
intendent of the Pribilof Islan s for the Fish and Wildlife Service, laft Funter
on May 6 and reached the islands on May 15, About 187 persons comprised the group,
including 10 supervisory officials, M0 white employees of the Touke Fur Company,
113 Pribilof natives, 13 natives cvacuated to other places in Sontheastern Alaska
from the Aleutian Islapis and 7 Privilof natives who ned been inducted into the
armesl forces in Alaska a few months aco but who were furleoughed by the military
authoritics for the sealing season.

Fur-sealine operations begzan on June 10 with o ta%e of 829 geals on St. Paul
Island. and were concluded on August 9, with the total telke of 117,16%. -The na-
tives were returned to Funter Bay. :

The Pribilof Islands--a treeless group of volcanic origin——are the only place
where the Alaska fur seals ever seek t e shore., St., Psul Island, about 1Lt miles
in .Iength, St. George Island, 12 miles long, and Sea Lion Rock, a small islet ad-
Jacent to St. Paul, are the Treeding grounds of the Horth American or Alaska fur-
seal herd, which - mbraces apmrox1mﬁtelv 80 percent of the fur seals of the world.
The annual computation made in 1911 iniicated 2,336,000 anlmals in the herd.
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Each year the herd goes to the Pribilof group and there the young are born
and spend the first few months of their existence., During the remainder of the
yvear there occurs the annual migration which takes some of the animals as far
iouth as the latitude of southern California, akout 3,000 miles from their summer

ome,

In the annual migration northward, the breeding bulls are the first to reach
the islands in the spring where they await the arrival of the females,

Fur-sealing operations occur chieflv in June and July. At that time the
family groups or harems occupy the rookeries unon which generally only breeding
seals and pups are found. Near these rookeries are the so-called hanling grounds
where the unattached bulls and immature melss, or bachelors, congregate.

It is from these hauling grounds that the seals selected for killing, chiefly
3-year-olds, are driven inland a short distance. They can be driven slmost as
easily as a flock of sheep, although more glowly. These driving operations are
conducted with extremé care so as not to overheat the animals anl thus lessen the
value of the pelts.

Rainy or cloudy weather is preferred for the seal killing whigh is done undex
the immediate direction of the Fish and Wildlife Service by Aleuts who reside in
the villages on St, Paul and St. George Islands.

After the killing, the skins are removed and given a thorough curing in salt
for at least 10 days. They are then rolled singly with & generous supply of salt
on the flesh side, which is turned inward. 3Boric acid also is used as a germicid
in preserving the skins, From 50 to 100 of the skins are packed to the barrel.

The Government has a contract with the Fouke Fur Company of St. Louis for
dressing, dyeing and selling the skins at public auction, There ares more than 100
distinct manipulations or treatments involved in the processing of fur-seal skins,
each requiring great skill and care. This work is completed in about 60 days and
results in the creation of a fine fur that is hoth exceedingly dursble and of
great beauty,

For many years all sealsking were dved black, but in recent years shades of
brown have been developed. Two shades are now used; safari brown, a deep choco-
late tone, and matara brown, which has a tluish background, A fur-seal coat con-
tains an average of from 6 to 8 skins, This year's take is sufficient for the
mamafacture of more than 15,000 coats.

L After being dressed and dyed, the skins are sold ab s public auction held A
twice a year in St. Louis, and the net proceeds are turned cver to the Treasury of
the United States. ‘

Since the beginning of the fiscal year 1918, the sum of %8,700,2LL has been
turned into the Treasury as net proceeds of the fur—seal industry after payments
of moncy due other governments wnder sealing treaties. Of this amount &7 609,747
was derived from the sale of sealskins, $960,537 from fox skins, and about
$122,930 from miscellaneous items, chiefly fur-seal oil and meal,



The Pribilof Islands, named after Gerassim Pribilof, the Russien navigator
wno discovered them in 1786, were under Russian manavemeut for 81l years until 18567
when the United States tougpt Alasza and acquired the islands as part of the Ter-
ritory. ' :

It is probable that before discovery the Pribilof herd may at one time have
conteined as many as 4 million animals. Records indicate that prior to 1&83L sbout
2 million pelts were taken under Russizn auspices, and by that year the herd had
become so reduced in mumbers that restrictive measures were applied, From 1835
to 1867 about 600,000 pelts were taken at the Pribilof Islands and in this period
of restricted killing the herd increased to probably 3 million.

The number of fur seals in the herd when Alaska came into the possession of
he United States has been variously estimated at from 2 to 5 million animals.
Dur*nv the seasons of 1848 and 1859, the Tirst two immediately following the pur—
chase of Alaska from Russia, when killing was unrestricted, large numbers were

taken by various indepsndent groups.

For a period of 40 years, from May 1, 1870, to May 1, 1940, the right to take
fur-seal ekins on the FPrivilof Islanis was leased by th ¢ Gorgrnmbnt to private
corporations. The anmal tnke of sealskine under the ret lease was freguently
in excoss of 100,000 and the total for the first 20~w( p“T od wns 1,977,377.
Under the Qﬁcohd‘1pLSp, however, there W'S only one e *—~189h-1n which tnn vaKe
amounted to as much as 20,000 gking, zad toe t ual o*tdl el oy the lessee during
the 20 years ending May 1, 1910, was 35L2,6%
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The leasing system was digcontinued in 1910, and since thst time the Alask
fur-seal herd has been administered first by the Secretﬁrz ¢f Comrerce and now by
the Secretary of the Interior througn the Fish and Wildlife Service.

When the Government assumed direct control in 1910 and began all sealing opera-
tions on its own aceount, the fur-szal herd numbered cnly about 130,000 animals.
The primsry rsason for this decrease was the hisghly wasteruvl and oudnctlﬂf“blo
prac%ice cf pﬂ” Lc sealing, or the killing of seals ia the watar, whicl began as
a commercisl on ﬂ“pri%“ about 1822 and reached ite maximum in 1894, during vhich
vear oprrovimately 61,000 skins were taken at sea by pelagic sealers. Felagic
sealing fraguently results in the destriction of not only the female seal, but the
dsath of their pues through starvation.

.

The question of pelagic sealing in the waters of the North Pazcific Ccean was
finally settled on July 7, 1911 by an agrecment known as the MNorth Pacific Seal-
ing Convention, roached betwesn the United States, Great Britain, Russis ond Japan
which prohibitoed the taking of fur serls in those waters.

This treaty, vhich tecame effective Iecember 15, 1911, provided for the allot—
ment of 15 percent of the fur-seal skins tsken annually cn tap Pricvilof Islands
to Canada and a like amount to Japan. Throvghout the treaty, Japan took its share
in cash, 2g did Cunada until 1933 vhen that country began taking actuzl delivery
of ites shere of the skins. The allotment of skinsg to these Governments was in re-
turn for thelr relinguishment of pelagic sealing in the waters covered bty the
Convention. The payments under treaty nrovisions to Japan have smounted to approx-—
imately $1,500,000,



The benefits derived from the Convention zre shown by the fact that in the
30 years of direct Government con®rol and operations, from 1921, to 1941, the
herd increased about sixteen~fold end during that time about 1,050,000 skins were
taken,

The fur-seal treaty of 1911 was abrogated by Japan on October 23, 1941, the
Japanese claiming that the seals inflicted toth direct and indirect damage on
their fisking industry,

Last December a provisional sgreement was signed by the United States and
Canada, giving this country 10 percent and Cmneda 5 percent of the 15 percent of
skins alloted to Japan, prior to the =brogation of the treaty., This agreement,
however, will not become effective until confirmatcry legislation is passed by
Congress. When it becomes operstive, Conada +ill receive 20 percent of the total
take of skins and the United States 80 percent, ’

Indicental to fur-sealing operations on tre islands is the management of
blue foxes which roam at large and require feeding only during the winter months.
Foxing operations yield en averaze of avout 1,000 pelts each winter which also
are sent to St. Louls and sold for the account of the Government.

Another incidental activity is the operation of a hyproducts plant on St.
Paul Island vhere carcasses from seals are rendered intc oil and meal. Some of
the resulting product is retained for fox feed at the Islands, but most of it is
sent to the States for sale.
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